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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY—PRESENTATION.

The PRESIDENT: 1 desire to inform the
House that this morning I waited upon His
Excelleney the QGovernor- at Government
House and presented to him a copy of the
Address-in-reply to the Speech with whicl
he opened Parliament. His Excellency has
been pleased to acknowledge the Address-in-
reply in the tollowing terms:—

Mr. President and honourable members of
the Legislative Council, I thank you for your
expressions of loyalty to His Most Gracious
Majesty the King, and for your Address-in-
rcply to the Specch with which I opened Par-

liament, W. R. Campion, Governor, 8th Sep-
tember 1926,

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Hon. Sir William Lathlain,
leave of absence For six consecnfive sittings
granted to Hon. A. J. H. Saw on the ground
of ill-kealth.

BILLS (2)—THIRD READING.
1, Co-operative and Pravident Societies
Act Amendment.
Transmitted to the Assembly.
2, Agricultural Bank Aet Amendment.
Passed.

tien of railways, is road construction.
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BILL—FEDERAL AID ROADS AGREE-
MENT.

Second Reading.

Debate vesumed from the previous day.

HON. J. EWING (South-Waest) [4.38]:
I do not intend to delay the House long in
supporting the second -eading of the Bill.
I wish to voice my appreciation of the work
that hus lecn ecarried out in furthering our
road construetion peoliey. Prior to the ad-
vent of the present Government, matters
affecting the eonstruction of our roads re-
ceived attention at the hands of the previ-
ous Government, and come progress was
made towards reaching an agreement with
the Federal Government. DMuch of what
was accomplished then is to be found em-
bodied in the agreement set out in the Bill
The present Minister for Works carried on
the negotiations respecting which there was
some difficulty in arriving at an agreement
between the Federal Minister concerned and
the previous Minister for Works in this
State. As a result of several interviews and
conferences the outstanding questions were
finalised and an agreement arrived at. The
only point in the Bill to which exception
may be taken is the fael that the Federal
Minister For Works, Mr. Hill, is absolutely
supreme. Money cannot be expended nor
can anything be done without the approval
of that Minister. As against that, when wa
realise that the Federal Government intend
making available to the States £20,000,000
spread over ten years, we must appreciate
the fact that they intend doing a great deal
towards the development of not only our
own State but Aostralia as a whole.
Although the sum is large, it is nothing
like the amocunt that should be spent in
opening up Western Australia by means of
roads. The progress of scttlement in West-
ern Australia and Queensland is consider-
able, and whatl is most neeessary to faeili-
tate that settlement, apart from the ques-
No
State can advance materially or rapidly un-
less roads are built, We are to receive dur-
ing the ten-year peried a large sum of
money for road construction, and that
money has been contribufed on a territorial
hasis. The adoption of that prineiple will
be appreciated corlially by hon. members,
Tt has been suzgested that the principle of
rendering assistance on a territorial basis
might be applied in other directions, hut it
seems to me that the proper place for the
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application of the principle is in relation
to road construction. However, I am glad
the principle has been recognised by the
Federal! Government und by the State
Government, and T hope it will be ap-
plied in other directions to the material ad-
vantage of Western Australia. We have a
tremendons developmental policy in opera-
tion, and large tracts of cauntry are beinyg
opencd up. The Bill will enable us to give
those ¢oneerned the advantaues Lhey deserve.
Tt is unneeessary for me to peoint out that
without the advantages of voads we cannot
have develapment or progress thronghout
ihe State. While the Federal Minister for
Works is supreme under the terms of the
agreement, 1 do not think that will prove
irksome in view of the altitude adopted by
the Federal Government. T know the Min-
ister and ihe Federal Parhament are anxious
that the States shall progiess. and although
great power is vested in the Federal
Minister for Works, it wiill not he ohjected
te by hon. members here. T understand that
our own Minister for Works desired to be
placed in the position of hiing able to spend
the money to be made available in the way
he desired. However, Mr. McCallum found
he was up againsi a stone wall. The Fed-
eral Government were adamant on that
point, and our State Minister was not ablz
to secure any valief in that direction. Hold-
ing the views T do regarding the opening up
of the State and the connaetion between ths
States and the Federal authorities, T do not
think the powers of the Federal Governmen.
shonld be extended beyond these they possess
at present. With the cxpenditure of up-
wards of €670,000 a year for so many years
to come, we must look forward to progress
T understand the Main Roads Board will
have control aver the esxpenditure of the
funds, subject te the sopervision of the
TFederal authorties. We have an exrellent
Main Roads Board. T know the members
personallv nd I know that they will give
their undivided attention, and the undoubted
ahility each member possesses. fo the work
they will have at hand. [ do not know of
anv nther branch of the Riate service that
will be so responsible for the advancement
of Western Anstralia in the future as wil'
be the Main Roads Board. Tt will be thei~
dutv to see that the money is wiselv ex-
rended. | am =ur+ they will do that, for the
eneineering membors of the board are mer
of oreat ~apahililies. and the secretarv. Mr.
Nihdin. who is alto a mrmber of the hoard.
is 2 ecomnetent oflicer. Mr. Dibdin may be
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salfely looked ta 10 see thai the accounts ar:
serutinised tharonghly. There is only on:
point about the position to which I object.
Speaking subject to correction, I under
stand day work is to operate in carrying
out the work. [ belicve that the prineiple
will prove more costly than the contraet
system. The Minister did not mention this
ot when moving the second reading of
the Bill, and I raise it now with the inten-
hon ol ascertaining whether it is possible to
extend the prineiple of inviting tenders so
that the work may he done by contraet. T
hope the Government will recognise the ad-
visahility of lefting econtracts for the ecom-
struction of our roads, for T believe tha:
will he in the interests of the State, 1
understand that one-fonrth of the monev
advanced by the Feder:l Government and

- one-fourth of the money found by the State

—the proportions heing 20s. to 13s.—must
be expended upon construction work., The
balanee of the money is tv be expended at
the direciion and will of the Federal Min-
ister,

Hon. C. ¥. Raxster: Ts that constitutional ?
I do not think it is.

Hon. J. EWING: T do not know: 1 have
not had an opportunitv to look into the
roint.  Mowever, the Federal Minister is
supreme. T do not snppoce we ean convert
the Leader of the House and his eclleagnes
on the question of day labour.

Hon. (. F. Baxter: The Federal Minister
ahjected to it last vear.

Hon. J. EWING: Bul i understand that
an agreement has since been made. IT thar
is g0, T should like to hear what the arrange-
ment is. TLe State (overnment are practi-
eally  pledeged to day labour, and while T
recognise that the expenditure of this monev
will provide a lot of work for the unem-
rloved, we must not Inse sight of the faec
that it is our duiy to conserve the best in-
terests of the Statc. T eongratulate the Min-
ister for Works upoen whal he has done and
the Governmenl upon the progressive policy
indicated by this Bill. They have had many
diffienlties to contend with. T give the Bill
my hearty support snhjeci to the objections
T have raised. Tf the money is wisely ex-
pended it mns! aid materially the advance-
menrt of the State durine the next ten vears

HON. J. E. DODD (South) [4.47]:
From the financial aspecl this is doubtless
a very gool proposal for Western Australia,
It is another instance of the Federal Gov-
ernment’s readiness to deal fairly with the
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States in the maiter of money grants, At
the same time the Bill is open to a great
many objections. I do not know of any
measure brought forward in recent years
that has tended more direetly towards uni-
fication than does this Bill. We would be
ill-advised not to accept the agreement as
it stands; at the same time it is well to point
out the objectionable featyures. The Federal
Government are insisting that we find
£360,000 from revenue. 1 do not object to
that, but 1 do objeet to the Commonwealth
setting themselves up as dictators as to the
amount we shall tind. When this Bill comes
into operation we shall give up our petrol
lsx and the Commonwealth will insist upon
our finding £360,000 from revenue. That
s is not considerable as compared with
the whole amount to be made available for
road construelion. A wise provision has
been made for sinking fund, but the Com-
monwealth go further and provide that the
Federal Minister for Works is to be an ab-
solute dietator as to the money to be raised
for the purposes of this Bill. Some time
ago we in this House strongly objected to
the powers proposed to be given to the State
Minister for Works under our Main Roads
Bill. As a result a good many of the pro-
posed powers were deleted and we now have
a Main Roads Board instead. This Bill pro-
poses to make the Federal DMinister for
Works an absolute dictator as to how the
monex is to bhe cxpended, on what roads it
is to be expended, whai proportion is
to he expended on construction, and so
on. Right through the agreement the Fed-
eral Minister is the sole arbiter on questions
affecting the expenditure on roads, The
Federal Minister will even enfer the realm
of local government. He can compe] the
State Government to find half the money for
a road that passes through a munieipality.
[ do not say whether the proportion is right
or wrong, but it is certainly wrong.that the
F“ederal Minister should be put in that posi-
tion. Another provision is that every road
passing through a municipality shall not ex-
ceed 20 feet in width exeept with the ap-
proval of the Federal Minister. All par-
tieulars of new works have to be submitted
to the Federal Minister. Yet the State has
to find 15s. for every £1 granled by the
Commonwealth. The Federal authorities
also insist upon adequate provision being
mnade to maintain the roads to the satisfac-
tion of the Federal Minister. I object to
gn authority sitting in Melbourne being the
authority to decide all those matters. I de
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not intend to discuss the merits of contract
versus day labour, but I contend that the
Federal Government have no right whatever
to make such a stipulation in the agreement.
Suppese the position were reversed, that
we had another pacty in power in the Com-
monwealth and in the State, and that the
Commonwealth Government iusisted wupon
the observance of day labour, throughout
the State there would be an outery against
such dictation. People would ask what right
a Commonwealth Labour (Government had
to insist upon work in this Siate being con-
structed by day labour. Tlere is nothing
mutual about the agreement, as the Jederal
Minister for Works is made supreme and
the roads poliey of this State will be dictated
from Melbourne or Canberra. Tn spite of
that, I feel no eourse is open to us but to
agree to the Bill. T shall support the second
reading.

HON, H. STEWART (South-East)
[453] :While T feel gratified that such a
large sum of money is to be made available
to permit of a fixed policy of road develop-
ment being inaugurated in this State, we
must realise what a drain it wiil be upon our
own community. Mcembers who are familiar
with the development of toe country must
feel apprehensive lest the expendilure of
such a large sum on the lines laid down in
the Bill, may result in an interference with
the roads nceessary for the opening up of
undeveloped areas. The chairman of the
Vietorian Country Roads Boards two years
ago pointed out to me the mistake that had
been made there. Vietoria at present leads
the Commonwealth in the matter of road
legislation. First of all a Bill similar te
our Main Roads Aet was passed providing
tor the construction of mair roads, and the
loeal authority had to meet half the cost
of construction and half the eost of mainten-
ance, After the Ac¢t had been in operation
for =ome time, it was realised that the first
step should have heen (o legislate for the
construction of reads in undeveluped areas,
then for developmental roads in partly de-
veloped areas, and thirdly for main roads.
The first essential in any developing country
is to provide for roads in areas being newly
opened up. In Vietoria this has sinece been
done by providing that the money for unde-
veloned areas is obfained on much easier
terms than the money for the highly devel-
oped areas. There is a provision in respect
of money expended in undeveloped areas, that
the loeal anthority providing for the repay-
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ment shall be taxed only two per cent. per
annum over a period of 30 years, but in
speciatly undeveloped areas during the frst
five years no payment of interest on capital
is regnired if the Main Roads Board is of
opinion that the burden would be too great
for the loeal authority. For development
roads the loeal Authovitics are ealled upon
to pay three per cent. per annum on the
vost of construetion over a period of 30
vears, and it rests with the Main Roads
Board to determine the contributions, taking
into consideration the benefits received, but
no loeal authority is called upon to contri-
hute more than three per cent. or less than
one per cent. of the eapital outlay. T men-
lion these matters because, from what we
know of the previous road grants from the
Commonwealth, there is no provision for
roads in undeveloped areas. That is
an activity in connection with road
construetion that it would be calamitous to
lcse sight of. T look upon the second elause
of the Bill as the result of the netion taken
Iy this Chamber last session when it passed
the first stage of the Main Roads Aect, which
Aet provided necessary machinery. The
proviso of that elause reads—

Provided that nothing in the said agreement

shall affect the operation of Section 30 of the
Main Roads Aet, 1925.

That gives us, as a State, control of our own
domeslic aftairs in eonnection with the con-
struetion of roads. The power remains in
cur hands and the woerk must be carried out
as laid down by Parliament in Seetion 30
of the Main Roads Acet. That section gives
wide powcrs to the board and enables the
heard to allocate to the different loeal
autherities that ave benefiting by the con-
strretiom of main reads, which may not
even po through their ferritory, the quota
that they have to contribute in proportion
to the henefits received. The zecope of last
vear’s Aet i= nobt suiliciently wide to deal
with trunk roads hetween important towns,
reads referved (o in the agreement as
second «lass roads, and arterial roads that
carry colcentrated traffic. Tt is only on the
recommendation of the hoard that main-
roads ean he gazetted. Thus, it will be seen
that the srope of our existing legislation is
not wide. 1 antiripate it will be necessary
for the Government, prohably on the advies
of the Main Roads Board, to subinit amend-
ments to provide a lhrasis of linance in con-
rection with developmental roads and roads
in ondeveloped areas. T helieve that all
phases of this cuestion of road construe-
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tion can best be dealt with by the Main
Roads Board, and Parliament should decide
the way in which the different classes of
roads should be provided, giving, of course,
certain latitude. 1 am in sympathy with
Mr. Dodd’s attitude regarding the wide
powers given fo the Iederal Minister.
There is no doubt that the feeling of-this
Chamber last session was that these mat-
ters should not be left in the hands of one
man. The position as outlined by Mr. Dodd
will e safeguarded by the fact that we
have created a corporate body—the Main
Roads Beard. That board has such a status
now that if they live up to the responsihili-
ties Parlianent has endowed them witi,
they will have such anthority that the Fed-
eral Minister will not act on his own, The
power of the board will be such that they
must have an influence on the Federal Min-
ister and they will be practically the deter-
mining factor. The result will be that the
Stale will get that which, in the opinion of
the board, 13 most desirable. If we had not
the Main Roads Act on the statute-book in
something like its present form, the ques-
tion would arise as to whether we should
allow the }ederal authorities to bave what
might be said to be purely political econtrol.
As things are at present, the State position
is removed from political eontrol, my im-
pression being that the Schedole will be
interpreted by the Main TRoads Board.
There are one or two matfers in conneetion
with the Schedule in regard to which the
Minister might enlighten me. Paragraph
3 of the Schedule sets out that of the
amount to he provided by the State—
12,880,000—the sum of £360,000 must come
from revenue. That gives the State the
opportunity to use loan moneys on the worlt
of read constreetion, and  those loan
menexs, T take il, would he obiained from
tle Foderal Government. The information
that T would like is what amount has heen
spent annually in cenneetion with roads
and hridges eonstruction, say, since the
¢lose of the war. 1f we had that informa-
tion we should get an idea of what has heen
spent on that class of work, and an esti-
mate could be forined of what the Main
Ttoads Board will he likely to spend. I
would also like the Minister to tell us how
nineh of the annual expenditure since 1919
has heen from loan, and how much from
revenue. That would be of interest since
it would enahle us to make eomparisons.
Whereas the State has to provide £2,880,000
on the basis of 13s. in the pound, it is set
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out in paragraph 3 of the Schedule that
instalments shall be paid only according to
the amount ol work earried out. The
Slate may dind that it cannet spend the
specitied amount in (he time set out, and
culigseguently under the Schedule it will not
be possible to cut the coat according to the
cloth. The position may then be that we
may find the burden very severe and we
would not ~pend the amount of money
provided for in the agreement, and there-
fore we should wenly get our proportion
accordingly from the F¥ederal Government.
In Subelause 3 of Clause 35 we see that of
the amount fo be found by the State
£360,000 shall be provided from revenue,
and that at the option of the State the bal-
ance may be provided out of curreni rates
cxpenditure or from revenue or from loan.
1 think the Minister did give us somne infor-
mation as to bow far the Federal Govern-
ment were prepared [o recognise money
spent by local anthorities in this respect; but
1 can hardly irust my memory to carry all
that the Minister gave ns, and so 1 shounld
like to koew whether an effort has been
made to induce the Commonwealth to re-
cognise money spent by local authorities,
apart from the State’s confribution.

‘The Chief Secretary: We tried, but they
would not recognise it.

Hon. H., STEWART: Well, I think we
ean get at them in another way, for we pro-
vide in the Main Roads Act that the Gov-
ermment ean spend the money and then xe-
cover from the local authorities. So, after
all, we may find ourselves in a happy posi-
tion withont any seggestion of sharp prae-
tice. It cannot be said that it is the local
authorities’ money, because the State has
horrowed and spent it. I realise that we
cannot alter schedules of agreements without
vitiating those agreements, but it is difficult
to justify the wording in Clause 9 of the
agreement, which reads as follows :—

Prior to the snbmission by the State of any
proposals for expenditure of any moneys pro-
vided by the Commonwealth and the State in
pursuance of this agreement, the State shall

submit to the Minister for his approval full
particulars of the road to be coastructed.

Tt is difficult to see how any persen shall,
prior to the submission of any proposals,
submit full partieulars of roads proposed to
be constructed. The reading would be clearer
if the words “submission by the State of
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any proposals for” were eliminated, leaving
the clanse reading—

Prior to the expenditure of any moneys pro-
vided by the Commonwealth and the State in
pursuance of this agrecment, the State shall
submit to the Minister for his approval fuil
particulars of roads proposed 1o be constructed.
We muost have an initial step, and to say that
prior to ibhe submission ¢f any proposals we
shall put up preposals showing what the
roads ave, secareely refleets credit on the
draftsman.  Mr. Ewing seemed to be con-
cerned about the position regarding eontract
work, as thoungh it were not provided for.
But Mr. Dodd has drawn attention to the
fact that it may be like a boomerang, and
that although the clause is in this agreement
now, yet in the jumble of polities and the
change of parties we might get the opposite
state of affairs. In the interests of the pro-
per method of carrying out work with duc
regard to efficiency and economical admin-
istration, it is only right to have Subelause
4 of Clause 9 in the Bill. That pro‘vides that
contraet work shall be done except where
the Minister expressly gives permission for .
execution by day labour, I might point out
that of the road construction carried ouf by
the Main Roads Board in Victoria, over 90
per cent. was carried out by contract. Only
work of a speecial class was carried out by
day labour. And over 80 per cent. of the
work thus earried out was carried ouf by the
local authorilies as agents for the Main
Roads Board. That method of work is pro-
vided for in our own Main Roads Aet, and
it has the full sympathy of the Minister for
Works, Quite recently T saw in the Press
that the Minister desired that the loecal au-
thorities should earry out as much of this
work as possible. Listening Lo the figures
read out by the Chief Secretary, I was dis-
appointed to find that, whereas in the first
vear of expenditure under the Federal road
grant a good deal of money was not spent
to the best advantage, a large amount of day
labour work was done and not much was
done by the local authorities, the position
has not been very much improved, aceord-
ing to the returns for (he subsequent year.
I had thought that a great proportion of
the work would have been done through the
loeal authorities and by eontract. The posi-
tion may be explicable by the fact that
a large proportion of the work was done
amongst the group settlements where perhaps
raachinery was not available to sllow of the
work being done by the local authorities,
and also perhaps experienced wen could
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not be secured on the spot. Ii seems to me
the Bill stands absolutely on its own, hav-
ing nothing ie do with the ¥ederal Main
Roads Development Aet of 1923, It is a
new measure and, all things considered, I
will support it.

On motion by the Chief Secretary, debate
adjourned. '

BILL—VERMIN ACT AMENDMENT,
Second Reading.
Debate resnmed from the previous day.

HON. E. H. HARRIS (North-East})
[5.26]: I desire to gain a little information
from the Leader of the House respecting the
change in the collection of the tax. I under-

stand the Tuxation Department is now to-

collect the tax, and I wish to know whether
it will make any difference to the boards in
their payments for sealps broughf to them.
At present payment is made by the board
secretaries, and I wish to know whether,
under the new order of affairg those who
bring in sealps will be entitled to eollect
straichtaway or will have to wait until a
requisition is sent to Perth before they can
get their fees. In outlying centres it will
be very difficult for board secretaries fo pay
the fees on demand, unlass due provision be
made. The Kalgoorlie Koad Board’s area
extends some 200 miles slong the trans-
Australian railway, but beyond that point
to the boundary of South Australia there is
no road board It iz alleged that a syndi-
cate is operating along the trans-Australian
railway, collecing an immense naomber of
scalps and bringing them right from the
South Australian border, notwithstanding
that the Act provides a penalty for the
bringing in of sealps from anywhere ontside
a given area. 1t is generally known that,
following meals, food is thrown out from the
trains running uvn the irans-Australian rail-
way, and that immediately the train has
gone by large numbers of degs come out
from the bush in search of that food, and
so afford opperiunity to the syndicate to
collect sealps. 1t might be worth while to
have an investigation made as to where the
numernus scalps eoming into Kalgoorlie are
secured. °

HON. H. STEWART (South-East)
{5.30]: Members who iwere here last year

will recall that tois is legislation that had
been asked for mainly by those who resided

2 [COUNCIL.)

in vermin-infested distrists. The principle
was that those engaged in the agricultural
industry should ask the Government to tax
them, and coliect the tax in such a way that
everyone in a vermin-inf-sied district shoul.l
contribute to a fnnd. This fund was o be
administered by represontatives of those
people and of the Agrieniural Department.
The advisory hoard was to consisl of one
representative of the farmers, one of the
pastoralists, and one officer of the Agrien'-
tural Department, and they would advise
the Minister as to the disposal of the fund.
1t was understood by the agriculturists, who
were approached hy the pastoralists, that
the contribmiion for eaeh seetion of the in-
dustry should be practically on a fifty-fifty
basis. The pastoralists songht the support
of the agricullurists, who have a certain
amount of paolitical weizht, and who out-
number the pastoralists. When the amend-
ing Act was hefore the ilouse, figures were
chtained showing that on the then valuations
the pastoralists would be contributing about
£10,000 a year and the agricultnrists ahount
£28,000 a year.

Hon. . H. Harris: There is a larger
number of them.

Hon, H. STEWART: But they are small
men. The pastoralists pay, accurding to
the taxation veturns, an sverage income fax
of £400 per man per year.  The farmer,
however, pays an average income tax of
abhout £17 a vear. Althongh there are more
farmers than pastoralists, thev are not men
who can so well bear inereased taxation,

Hon. E. . Harrts: \re there not small
pastoralists ?

Hon, H. STEWART: Yes, bui we have
to look at these matters in a broad way, as
they affect industry and development. Last
vear we had information showing that the
contributions from the two different sections
were not on a basis eomparable to the under-
standing arrived at when negotiations were
taking place. We tried to have that pesi-
tion altered. YWhen we zel into Committes
it will be competent for me or any other
member to submit an amendment to one of
the clauses of the Bill. 1In effeet, the pas-
toralists as a whole coatribute only ahout
£1 to every £3 contribnted by the agricnl-
turists. Since the Aet was passed last vear
the valuing authorities in the Taxation De-
partment have bheen revaluing properties.
There are 16 road boards in the agricultural
districts whose areas have been revalued.
The valuations have risen from £3,000,000
1o £3,500,000. As these revalualions are car-



[8 SerrEMBER, 1926.]

riecd further and the (azes are im-
posed, the agrieuliurists will find., on the
basis of the new valnations, that they will
be contributing within 12 months, if not in
the first year of ecaleulation, fully £3 to £1.
As the revaluations are completed I think
the contrast between the iwo will be even
wider. T cannot allow the Bill to pass with-
out drawing aftention to this aspect of the
question. The Government are not respon-
sible for the'tax, beeanse il was imposed at
the instance of the people T have referred
to. It wonld, however, be remiss on my part
if T did not draw attention to this aspeet of
the question. I believe the agriculturists
are heing alled upon to contribute too large
a quota.  In the amendment passed last
gession an excmption in ihe case of holdings
of 160 acres was provided. That system of
exemption is wrong.

Hon. A. Burvill: No.

Hon. H. STEWART: The exemption
should be on the hasis of the unimproved
value that is taxable. Take an agricnltural
holding of 1,100 arcres oi first-class- land,
valued at, sy, 10s. an aerre. The unim-
proved value is £500. On that the agricul-
turist would be taxed 34d. in the pound,
representing roughly £1. There may be a
holding of 160 aeres of good land worth
anything between £3 and £50 an acre. At
£5 an acre the tax would be 400d., a higger
tax tham in the case of a man owning 1,000
acres worth 10s. an acre. The proper sys-
tem would be to exempt a holding the taxa-
tion on which would not ke more than, say,
half a erown or 3s. Such a small amount
would hardly be worth collecting and the
owner should be allowel to escape. If a
man has 16(¢ acres of valuable land and is
engaged in agricultnre, why should he be
exempt, while a man who lives in a centre
where people never see either a dingo, a
fox or an eaglehawk has to pay the tax?®
Half the farmers who will contribute to
this fund will never be worried by suel
vermin.

Hon.
them!

Hon. H. STEWART: TYes. T wich to
voice my protest against the system of ex-
empting areas reeardless of their value. If
this were hased on the unimproved value up
to a certain amount, it would relieve the
smaller taxpayers who are in the early stazes
of development. Tn the cireumstances T
may have won the support and approval
of Mr. Burvill, The second amendment to

E. Fl. Grav: Surely not half of
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the Act in Clause 2 of the Bill provides that
all rates recovered under that clause shall
be paid to the eredit of an aecount to be
kept at the Treazury, and after the payment
of the cost of ecollection, subject to regula-
tions, shall be applied, under the direction
of the Minister, in the payment of a uniform
honus for the desiruction of dogs, foxes and
eaglehawks in the manner that may be pre-
seribed.  This fund was asked for by a cer-
tain section of the community engaged in the -
development of the State, for the welfare
of their particular industries. They did not
ask to be taxed so that the money might go
into the Treasury. The proceeds of this tax
helong to the agriculturist. It is their fund
Lor the protection of the industry. This is
nol a definite lax from year lo year. The
amount may be varied. There is no reason
why there should be a surplus. The maxi-
mum is 34d. in the pound on the unimproved
value in Lhe case of agriculturists, and 14,
in the pound on the unimproved value in the
case of pastoralists. The tax can be imposed
up to these limits in amounts sufficient to
raise a fund to pay these bonuses or the ex-
penses necessary for the cradication of these
vermin. I hope members will not agree to
the proposal, which provides that these
funds shall be paid into the Treasury. We
should leave the matter as it is. The funds
should continue to be paid into an account
kept by the Department of Agriculture,
where the money will not be lost sight of.
The Government bave no right {o the money
by way of relieving their indebtedness. 1
an amount is not being utilised, the interest
aceruing on it, apart from cost of collectiom,
should go into the fund. The present posi-
tion is that—

All rates recovered shall be paid to the credit

of an account to be kept at the Department of
Agriculture, and subject to regulation shall be
applied, under the direetion of the Minister,
to the payment of such uniform honuses for
the destruetion of wild dogs, eaglehawks, and
foxes, and such other vermin as may be pre-
scribed.
[ shall carefully listen to the Minister’s re-
ply, but at present I am of opinion that
the moncy should remain with the Depart-
ment of Agriculture for disbursement
through the various channels as neecssary.

Hon. (. F. Baxter: The Treasurer will
not be able to use the money f{or other pur-
poses.

Hon. H. STEWART : T do not see any
need for paying the monev into the Treas-
arv.
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HON, W. T. GLASHEEN (South-East)
[547]: 1 rise more for the purpose of seek-
ing information regarding the proposed
amendments than of contributing to the de-
bate. Clause 3 of the Bill does not seem
to me to read correctly. It says—

Bla, Whenever a vermin fence or rabbit-
proof fence i3 erected or about to be erected, or
a fence is made or is about to be made vermin-
proof or rabbit-proof, between the holdings of
adjoining owners, the owner or occupier of
' the land fenced or intended to Le fenced, shall
at all times have the right to enter upon the
land of an adjoining owner or cecupier for the
purpose of erecting, maintaining, repairing,
and renewing such fence.
1f the proposed new section is adopted, what
is the necessity for the amendment? Per-
haps the wording is wrong. Accepting the
amendmeni #s necessary, 1 support it; but
I desire some information regarding it. It
would be n distinct anomaly if it were pos-
sible for any adjoining owner to neglect to
erect his portion of a vermin-proof fence.
This amendment gives the owner ereeting
the fence power to prevent an adjoining
owner from escaping his liability, The pro-
vision is necessary, but where an owner has
to creet a fence or maintain one, what is his
legal position as to cost of erection, main-
tenance, or repair? Has hie power to en-
force payment? TIf nof, the other owner
would be disposed to let him ereet the fence
and bear the cost. I am thoroughly in ae-
eord with Mr. Stewart’s remarks on the
160-acres exemption provided for last ses-
sion. [t is quite possible for the 160 aeres
to have a special value, far in excess of the
value of a larger holding. Further, it is
quite possible for the exempted 160 aeres
in a particular district to constitnte, perhaps
beeause of its geological seliing, a breeding
ground sulfficient to populate the whole of
the surrounding country with foxes or din-
goes. Sceing thal the owner of the 160 acres
is exempted from the operation of the Aect,
he might possibly make an industry of a
proclaimed pest for the sake of the value
of the fur,

Hon, G, W. Miles: Then he would come
under the vermin provisions of the Road
Districts Act.

Hon. W. T. GLASHEEN : 1f we are pro-
tected nnder another Act, it is all right; but
we shall not be protected under this meas-
ure. T draw attention to unnther anomaly.
Under an amendment enacted last session,
any person who was good enough to erect
a vermin-proof fence around his holding,
regardless of area or loeality, became ex-
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empt from any tax. Now, we have declared
such things as eaglehawks to be vermin, and
certainly no vermin-proof fence can pos-
sibly shut out hawks, erows, or sparrows.
Thus the exemption in question becomes an
anomaly. 1 mention these matters as indi-
cating the need for considering still furthex
amendments,

Hon. A. Burvill; Some of those exempted
owners are taxed by road boards.

Hon. W. T. GLASHEEN : A lot of senti-
mental nonsense is talked about the protec-
tion of kangarvos. At this stage of ouv
colonization or civilisation it i quite un-
necessary to consider the possibility of the
final extermination of the kangaroo, seeiny
that we have thousands of miles of unoceu-
pied territory. From practical experience [
can say that the havoe and destruetion
wrought in wheat erops and also in grass
lyy kangaroos are greater than the damage
done by any other pest.

Hon, G. W, Miles: The Minister can de-
clare kangaroos vermin in speeial distriets.

Eon. W. T. GLASHELN: 1n my distriet
kangaroos are not only cxempt, but also
protected. We are not allowed to destroy
them. If a settler kills half a dozen brush,
which are not protected, and tries to sell the
sking, the taxpayer ealls upon him. 1 hope
these other anomalies will receive considera-
tion at the present opportunity.

On motion by the Chief Secretary, debate
adjourned.

BILL—SHIPPING ORDINANCE
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. J. EWING (South-West) [5.57]:
I did not hear the Honorary Minister's
speech in moving the second reading. How-
ever, the Bill proposes to delete the proviso
that ‘“no master or commmander of any ship
or vessel =hall he liable to fine for any
breaeh of rules or regulations unless a copy
of same has been previously delivered to him
or left on board his ship.” I wonld like the
Honorary Minister to explain what the Bill
is inlended to do, and whether under it the
master or commander is to receive any notice
whatever, Douhtless notice is given through
the “Crovernment (Gazette,”” but the master
micht he miles out at sea when the
“(lnzette” is published.
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HON. H. STEWART (South-East)
[5.58]: Following up the observations made
by Mr. Ewing, 1 wish to point ont that it is
rentarkable that an ordinance which has been
in operation since 1835, should now suddenly
be found to require amendment. 1t would be
interesting, if nothing else, to learn why it
is cvonsidered necessary to delete the pro-
vision in question,

Hon. J, Bwing:
an injustice,

Hon. II. STEWART: Various little nat-
ters that have come up in this Chawmber sug-
gest that in the making of this seemingly
slight alteration we may be going too far. I
do not know what the position is.

Hon. E. H. Gray: Thke Honorary Min-
ister made a full explanation,

Hon. H. STEWART: I do not wish to
take up the time of the House further, but
I should like & statement as to the purpose
of the Bill,

We do not want to do

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon, J. M.
Drew—Central) [6.0]: I have not given
any particular study to the matter but I
heard the Honorary Minister explain the
position, On reference to the ordinance of
1855, I find it is very elear. I know a good
deal about it from perscnal knowledge. The
position is that, no matter what breach of
the regulations may be commitfed in the
harbour at Fremantle, or on the river, it is
impossible fo secure a convietion unless the
Crown is able to prove that the master or
owner of -tbe boat concerned has been furd
nished previously with a copy of lhe reg-
gulations. The ordinance was passed in 1855
and I do not think there has been any pro-
secution under it to date,

Hon. H. Stewart: This amendment has
been a long time coming forward,

The CHIEBF SBECRETARY: 1t is im-
practicable to supply everyone who makes
use of the river for hoating purposes with
a copy of the regulations. It might just as
well be urzed that every member of the com-
munity should be provided with a copy of
the Criminal Code, failing which no pro-
seeution for anv offence could sueceed.

Question pui and passed.

Bill read a sceond time.

In Committee.

Hon. J. Cornell in the Chair; the Chiefl
Secretary in charge of the Bill.

-t

Clause 1—agreed to.
Clause 2—Amendment of Section 3:

Hon. J. EWING: The Minister’s explan-
ation was very clear but there must bhe =
number of eases requiring attention, What
is the necessity for pushing on with this
matier at the present stage?

The Chict Secerctary: There has been no
prosecution.

Hon. J. EWIX(G:
serious breaches?

The Chief Secretary: Yes, but there may
be minor offences and prosecutions should
take place.

Hon. J. EWING: The propusal does not
seem o be Foir.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The ncces-
sify far the provision outlined in the Rill
applies net only to the harbour but to the
river. Many offences are eommitted but it
is useless tn prosecuie offenders unless we
ean prove they have been furnished with
copies of the ordinance.

Are there likely to he

Hon, E. T1. Gray: It is neeessary to eapu
with the wvounyg bleods on yachts on  thn
river.

Hon. J. EWING: With the altered con-
diiions, thix may adversely affect some
people and we should know whether an
injustice is likely to result. The Minister
should report progress and lovk into the
question further.

Hon. E. I, Harris: Yon do not wish to
defend lawhreakers?

Hon. J. EWIXNG: Of course T don’t. The
Bill asks us to amend ag enactment that
has worked satisfactorily since 1855 and
we should know something wiore abont it.

Hon. (. ¥. Baxter: But it has not worked
at all.

Hon. J. FWING: 1 do not see the neces-
~ity for snch haste now.

The CIITEF 'SECR'ETARY: I can see no
justifieation for further dcelay. The original
ordinance of 1835 reads as follows:—

That in case any person being the master or
in command of any ship or vessel, or heing a
harbour master, or being duly licenged to act
q1s a pilot in any of the said ports or harbours,
shall in any case violate or neglect te obsecrve
any such rules and regulations so promulgated
as aforesaid, every person so offending shall,
for every such offence, forfeit and pay any
sum not exceeding £20 sterling: Provided that
no master or commander of any ship or vessel
shall be liable to a fine for any breach of such
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rules and regulations. unless a copy thercof
shall have been previously delivered to hira or
left on Loard his ship or vessel.

Masters of ships entering the harbour will
not be affected hecause they provide them-
selves, through their agents, with copies of
the regulations. The position is quite
different regarding the river, Hundreds of
people use boats on the river and they
would be covered by this particular provise.

Hon. G. W. MILES : The amendment
sounght in the Bill should have been intro-
duced long ago. The people affected should
Le placed in the same position as every
other member of the community, all of
whom are supposed to know the laws of the
country. What would be the position if a
similar proviso applied to prosecutions
under the Traffic Act? So far from the
legislation being rushed, it has been alto-
gether too long delayed.

Flon. J. Ewing : There have not been
pruseeutions in the past,

Hon. ¢. W. MILES: Because they eould
not be undertaken. If the Lion. member had
had any experience of sailing on the river,
he wonld rralise the necessity for this pro-
vision.

Ion, H. A. STEPHENSON: I support
the elause, which is long overdue. Anybody
with experience of the river must recognise
the necessity for it. Things happen on the
river Sunday after Surday tbat should not
be allowed to occur, yet the offenders
cannot be dealt with., The amendment will
overcome that difficulty.

Hon. H. STEWART: I agree that the
amendment 1s long overdue, although I am
snrprised to think that the proviso has been
a suflicient protection for offenders in the
past. Tf the ordinance as it stands has pre-
vented presecutions in the past, the amend-
ment is necessary.

Hon. J. EWING: In order to deal with
offences that may occur on the river, it i+
apparently the intention of the Govern-
ment to pass an amendment that may alse
affect adversely masters of vessels using
the Fremantle harbour. Furlher eonsidera-
tion should he given to the matter.

Clause put and passed.

Title-—agreed to.

Bill yeported withouvt amendment and the.

report adopted, .

[COUNCIL.]

BILL-HERDSMAN'S LAKE DRAIN-
AGE ACT REPEAL.

Second Reading.
I'ehale resumed from the previous day.

HON H. A. STEPHENSON (Metropoli-
tan-Suburban) [6.12]: 1t is not my inten-
tion to take up much time regarding the
Bill, the objeet of which is to repeal the
Herdsman’s Lake Drainage Aet of 1920.
The purpose of the repeal is to enalle in-
creased rates to be sccured in connection
with the Herdsman’s Lake drainage scheme.
Hon. members find themselves somewhat in
the dark as to what is intended, because ne
drainage distriet has been defined. We do
not know what ares will be included in
any such drainage distriet, or how it will
affect the settlers concerned. There are
several swamps in the viginity of Herds-
man’s Lake, and many years ago the Os-
borne Park estate, then owned by the Town
Properties of W.A. Ltd. was sold to the
Covernment, who in turn disposed of blocks
to various settlers. One of the eonditions
of sale was that the settlers were to be
allowed to drain their swamp into Herds-
man’s Lake for all time. It was thought
that the water in Herdsman’s Lake wonld
drain away but subsequently it was dis-
covered that the water remained in the
lake. Thus, the land was nseless unless the
water were drained into the sea. Part of
the area was recloimed, and this took in the
settlers who had bought their properties
under the condittons I have referred to. It
is possible that they may have to pay a
higher rate. 1f that he so; it will represent
a great injustice and it iz on their behalf
that T ask the Leader of the House whether
those people will be included in the drain-
age district. T saw a copy of lheir agree-
nent to-day and it elearly sets out that the
settlers shall have the right to drain their
swamp into Herdsman's lLake for all time.
In those eivenmstances it would be unfair
to in¢lude them in the drainage area and
compel them to pay rates up to 3s. an aere,
T trust the Leader of the House will ascer-
tain whether it is the intention of the Gov-
ernment to have the drainage district pro-
claimed at onece.

Sitting suspended from .15 to 7.30 p.n.

Hon. H. A, STEPHENSON: T was re-
ferrine to the settlers on what was known
as Yambago Swamp. Thai is a fairly large
ares and T understand that about 100 settlers
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bought land there. 1 realise that it is neces-
sary to repeal the present Act to enable the
Government fo finalise the Herdsman’s Lake
scheme, but I hope that the interests of the
settlers I have mentioned will be protected
Hon. E. H. Gray: The value of their pro-
perty will be increased by the drainage.
Hon. T. A. STEPHENSON: 1 am
pleased that the Herdsman’s Lake drainage
scheme has been completed. A good many
peopie thought the land would not prove
to be anything like so good as was expected.
Some people said there was only 5 feet or
U feet of soil on a subsiratum of roek, but
1 have it on good authority that the re-
claimed land is of excellent quality, eapable
of growing almost anything. One of my
constituents informed me that just off the
north-east ecoruer of the lake he has grown
maize 13 feet high and potatoes up to 15
tons te the aere. [ hone the Governmen:
will get to work and dispose of the land.
The summer is al hand, and T understand

the greater pait of the land is overgrown

with weeds that will take some clearing.
The sooner the land is sold the better it wili
be for the State, because the interest on the
cost of the drainage work is still going on.
The original estimate of the scheme was be-
tween £30,000 and £40,300, but the actun]
eost has been £105,000. Still it is satisfae-
tory to know thaut the reelaimed land is of
exceptional quality.

Hon. G. W. Miles: What area is there?

Hon. H. A. STEPHENSON: OQver 1,000
acres. I support the econd reading and
hope the Minister will give the information
for which 1 have asked.

EON. SIR WILLIAM LATHLAIN
(Melropolitan-Suburban}  [7.34): T de-
sire to emphasise the point raised by
My, Stephenson regarding the settlers
who have a 7ight to the drainage
into Herdsman’s Lake. T feel that more
information should be given to the House
as to what the Govcrmpent propose
to do with the land. Tt is quite true that
Herdsman’s Take was drained in the first
place without very much thought of the
general surroundings. It was drained with
the idea that the land wonld be sold immed:i-
atelv for the purposes of eultivation. But
there may be other people in the distriet
who have claims similar to those mentioned
by Mr. Stephenson in behalf of the scttler:
at Oshorne Park. The people whose hold-
ings have heen benefited hy ithe drainage
should pay in proportion to the benefit re-

[31]
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ceived, but there may be other people whe
have not gained anything by the scheme and
who therefore should not be compelled to
pay more than they do at present under the
ordinary metropolitan rate. 1 sopport the
Bill, and hope the Minister will give more
information on the point raised by Mr.
Stephenson.

On motion by the Chief Secretary, debate
adjourned.

BILLS (2)—FIRST READING.

1, Coal Mines Regulation. Aet Amend-
ment.

2, Wyraleatechem Rates Validation.
Received from the Asseinbly.

BILL—TRUST FUNDS INVESTMENT
ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Rending.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. H. SEDDON (North-East) [7.40]:
The amendment proposed in this Bill is to
delete the provisoz o Seclion 2 of the Aect
passed in 1924, which was designed to en-
able road boards to raise money by deben-
tures. The idea of adding lhe provisos was
to ensure that the persons making advances
should be protected. It was pointed out at
the time that many of the road boards had
suffered a depletion of population, and it
was felt that the securities were not suffi-
cient in all instances to provide for the in-
vestment of trust funds. T understand that
this has operated adversely to eertain road
bhoards endeavouring to raise funds, and for
that reason T am prepared to fall in with the
suggestion thal the provisos <hould be de-
leted.

HON. SIR WILLIAM LATHLAIN
(Metropolitan-Suburban) [7.411: It has
heen pointed out to me that the provisos
are operating adversely to certain road
hoards. Under the Aect it is necessary that
75 per rent. of the ratepayers shall have
paid all the rates due by them. In South
Perth, T am informed that 7414 per cent. of
the ratepayers had eomplied with this pro-
vision, but because the board were not able
to colleet the other bha!f per cent. in the
specified *ime, they were prohibited from
borrowing the funds they otherwise would
have obtained. I support the Bill,
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HON., H. STEWART (South-East)
[742): Ti is rather a drastie proceeding
io wipe out the two provisos, which were
deemed advisable only two years ago. The
second proviso does not seem to be import-
ant. 1t really stipulates that the road board
shall be progressive, showing an average in-
crease of at least 1 per cent. per annum
in the annual rateable valve. That is a
trivial increase in most distriets, but we
know that the decline of mining has caused
some road boards to be retrogressive. Ia
time they may build up their distriets by
increasing their areas, or by reason of the
devclopment of the pastoral industry. To
wipe out the 75 per cent. requirement with-
out inserting some qualifying ligure, how-
ever, is a questionable act. It would be
wiser for the Government to suggest an
amendment of the first proviso by reducing
the 75 per cent. of ratepayers to a percent-
age that would meet general requirements
and secure the position desired when the
measure of 1924 was passed.

HON. H, A. STEPHENSON (Metropoli-
tan-Suburban) [7.45]: The amendment is
very necessary and in giving it my support
T am guided by results. So far 25 my mem-
ory serves me, in this State and in another
State where for many years I was connected
with road boards, T do not remember any
road bhoard going into liquidation.  That
should he a suffieient guide,

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. M.
Drew—Central—in reply) [7.46]: I cannot
understand why Mr. Stewart insists that a
road board should come wnder this restric-
tion whilst municipalities are exempt. There
is no such restriction on municipalities. It
may be almost & bankrupt municipality, but
still, if there is anyone prepared to lend
money to that munieipality. there can be
no legal objection. I can supply the hon.
member with a list of road boards in this
Btate, some in his own district, that would
be unable to horrow frust funds under the
existing law. Ome of the most flourishing
road boards in the State was unable to bor-
row money on account of absentees who did
not pay their rates, not on account of loeal
people. That board was unable to float
a loan beeause of the existing restrietion,
inserted with the best of intentions by an
hon. member of this House. It seems all
right on paper, but in practice it is very
objectionable and it has caused no end of
trouble. I need only instance South Perth,

[COUNCIL.]

but I could give a long list of other roat
boards that would be disqualified to-morrav
if they endeavoured to raise money per med
inm of trust funds. This Bill does not sa;
that anyone with trust funds shall be obligec
to lend trust funds, but if the security i
good, the money may be lent; there is noth
ing compulsory. The trustees will carefully
examine the security before making the loan

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Commitee,
Bill passed through Committe without de
bate, reported withont amendment, and the
report adopted.

BILL—EKALGOORLIE AND BOULDER
RACING CLUBS ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. M
Drew—Central) {7.50] in moving the sec-
ond reading said: This 131l has been intro-
duced at the request of *he Boulder Racing
Club. That club carries on its operations
under a speeial Act which gives it power
to borrow up to £10,000, but the elub is re-
stricted as to the elass of security it shall
offer. It is restrieted to lands and buildings
and improvements on the racecourse, and
the money bhorrowed must be used for the
purpose of erecting buildings, planting trees
and improving the racerourse. Difficulties
of finance have presented themselves to the
club during recent years, and they desire
power to borrow money for the purpose of
mainfaining and controlling their racecourse,
providing stakes or prize money, or other
incidental purposes. TFor some time past
they have heen horrowing money for this
purpose without giving any security. It is
unreasonable to ask anvore to lend money
in such eireumstances. The intention of the
elnh is to secure temporary advances from
persons willing to make those advances to
ensure that funds shall be forthecoming to
meet  the liability involved in any pro-
rramme of raring that may he drawn up;
in other words, a temmnocary overdraft. It
may he that while one mretinz may be pro-
fitable, another mav nof, so that the elul
likes to feel that it is on safe ground in the
preparation of its programmes. I move—

That the Bill he now read a second time.

On motion by Hon. B. H. Harris, debate
adjourned.
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BILL--PLANT DISEASES ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reauing.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. M.
Drew—~Central) [7.53] :n moving the sec-
ond 1eading ~2id: The amendment to the
Plant Diseases Act which was passed last
session has preved of nalerial assistance {o
the ofticers of the fruil branch of the Agri-
cuitural Devartwent in their endeavour to
combat and coutrvel the truit-fly pest, par.
ticularly in the metropolitan area.  In prae-
tice it has been found that that awendinen:
docz not zive sufficient power, hence the
Giovermneut decided Lo introduce the pre-
sent Bill. 1t is proposed to add an addi-
tional clause to Seetion 8a.  This amend-
ment witl enable an insvector to take more
effoetive action in the Yirection of ridding
an orchard of frnit fly. The provision is
considered to be absolnte’ v essential, hecanse
inspectors found, during campaigns con-
dueted by them last year, that small week-
end properties and hackyards in the metro-
politan area contained fruit trees on which
the fruit flv was thrivinz. 'These premises
were mostly nuoeccnpied at the time of the
visit of the inspectors, and in some cases
were unoccupied for davs at a time. There
were instances where the owners could not
be immediately {rared. The inspectors took
steps to clean the propevties, though they
did not really have the nower to do so, and
having cleaned them, they were unable,
under the existing Aet, to effectivelv take
steps to recover the cost. The amendment
proposes that a subseetinn be added to Sub-
secfion 8a of the Plant Dizeases Act, 1914.
25 as follows: —

Whenever an inspector shall discover that a
breach of this section has been committed he
may take or cause to be taken all or any of
the steps and adopt all or any of the measures
aforesnid, and may also take and adopt any
other step or measure which is authorised by
the regulations, and the expenses of or inmei-
dental to any action taken by an inspector
hercunder shall be recoverable from the person
guilty of the breach,

AMembers are aware that the fruit fiy has
caused a tremendous amount of loss to fruit-
srowers and it is believel that the pest has
assumed its present proportions largely be.
canse of the owners of non-commercia
orchards not taking thie necessary steps tu
dea! with it. During the coming season it
15 intended fo arain conduvet a vigorous cam-
paign, aml as I previously pointed out, it is
necessary that the inspectors shonld have

829

additional power. Duriig the past season
it was fonud neeessary to prosecute no fewer
than G5 froit-growers for not keeping their
premise= free from truit fly, and in nearly
every instance the delinquenis were owners
of what are known us huackvard orchards.
[ move—

That the Bill be now read a second time,

HON. H. STEWART (South-East)
[7.57]: Whilst eongraiulating the Govern-
ment on having hrought ‘orward this amend-
ment, [ wish to make a soggestion,
and it is that more comprehensive action
might be taken in order to avoid the neces-
sity of again submitting amendinz legisla-
tion inm the event ol a pest other than fruit
fily makinyg iis appearance, say in vineyards.
‘The Bill simply makes provision for com-
bating the fruit-fly pest. T suggest that it
might be advisable. if not at the present
time, then at some future period, to provide
for dealing with pests other than those tha:
oceur -in orehurds. T am sare that Sir
William Lathlain, Mr. Kempton and Mr,
Glasheen, as old Victorians, will recollect the
outbreak of phylloxera in the vineyards of
Vietoria, and will agres with me that the
amendment proposed in the Bill is very re-
stricted. If not this session, then in the
immediate future the provision should be
cxtended to inelude, not only orchards, bul
vineyards and ureas of fruit crops. At any
time some new and disastrous pest may come
aleng, when drastie steps will he required to
eombat it. I put that suggestion forward.

On motion by Fon. E. H. Gray, debate
adjourned,.

BILL—GOVERNMENT SAVINGS BANK
ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. M.
Drew—~Central) {81] in moving the second
reading said: In this Bill only a few amend-
ments of the Government Savings Bank
Act are proposed, but they will have an
important effect in promoting the develop-
ment of the hank and so enlarging its use-
fulness to {he people. The bank was estab-
lished as far back as 1863. It has grown
with the State and has been an immense
factor in assisting the State’s progress.
Always beneficent in its function, promoting
thrift, fostering the saving habit, guiding
as well as serving the people, it has
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grown from small things into a great
institution. Despite severe c¢ompetition,
it has contiuued to advance. During the
vear ended 30th June last the bank eash
turnover totalled £10,799,059 1s. 6d., being
deposits £5,525481 19s. 94d., and withdraw-
als £5273,577 1s. 9d. The number of
accounts opened exceeded the number of
accounis closed by 10,135; the interesi
credited to depositors amounted to £204,803
12s. 9d. and the balance to the credit of
depositors inereased from £35,971,286 6s. 1d.
to £6,427,094 17s. 0d. It pow exceeds
£6,500,000. Inecluding inter-office transfers,
depeosit and withdrawal transactions num-
bered 1,331,645 or an average of nearly
4,500 transactions per working day.» At
the 30th June the bank had 21 bookkeeping
branches at which depositors’ accounts are
kept, 265 agencies at which deposits are
received and withdrawals paid out, and 661
deposit-receiving schools. For all enstomers
who live in isolated places where no bank
or agency exists, facilities for hanking by
post are provided. What is known as out-
back outfits have been supplied. Such an
outfit consists of deposit and withdrawal
forms, with butts on which details of each
transaction are rvecorded. Directions are
given as to the procedure to be adopted, and
the bank bears the cost of remittances, both
of deposits and of withdrawals. Home
savings boxes of neat design are supplied
by the bank at an initial eost of 6d. to the
customer, The box when iilled is taken tc
the bank, opened, and its contents placed
{o the eredit of the customer’s aceount. 4
new box is then issved to the customer free
of cost. TLet me revert to the school or
penny savings hank conducted by the bank.
The ohjeet of the sehool savings bank is of
cunrse the enconragement of the saving
kabit in the voung. Tt may noft be gener-
ally known, and it is worth placing on
record that curs was the first savings bank
in Australia to establish a school savings
kank. It has been a wonderful success. As
1 previously mentioned, operations are con-
dueted at 661 State schools. Deposits are
received by the teachers, who do this work
gratuitously and enthusiastically. By en-
cauraging frugality, the teachers are de-
veloping in the charaeters of the yonng
people a quality that will help to make them
temperate, useful and suecessful eitizens.
The State, as well as the children, owe a
debt of gratitnde to the teachers for the
interest they take in this work. The
amount to ihe eredit of yonthful depositors

[COUNCIL.]

iu the bank’s books is £83,690 8s. 4d., while
the accounts open number 47,733, Let me
make a comparison between the position in
that respect in Western Australia and in
ilic othor States. School banks eontrolle:l
by :avings banks in Australia as at the
31st Mareh, 1926, were as follows:—In
Western Australia the sehool banks were
inaugurated in 1907, the number of such
banks at the elose of that year being G70.
In 18908 Eunth Australia established school
banks, and during that year their number
was 832. Vietoria started in 1912 and
ended up that year with 1,637 school banks.
New South Wales did not start until 1925,
und the number of school banks there to-
day is 7G63. As to the number of accounts
in sueh banks, Western Australia in 1907
had 46,312, South Australia in 1908, her
inangural vear, had 46,144, Vietoria in 1912
had 99,916, and New South Wales in 1925
hiad 58,356, So it will be seen that Western
Australia in respeet of school banks takes
a foremost place amongst the States, having
regard to population, What I have said
should impress members with the reeogni-
tion of the place the Government Savings
Bank occupies in the life of the people of
the State. The folder pamyphlet I have had
circulated contains further information re-
garding the services the bank renders to
depositurs.  As to the Lank’s value to the
Slate, 1 may mention that the amount of
savings bank funds invested in State securi-
tics as at the 30th June last was £3,661,233.
Of thal £51,377 is in muonieipal and road
board debentures and £25,79¢ in mortgages
on freebold homes. The profits of the bank
are transferred to Consolidated Heveuue
frcin time to time, and in this respect the
Slate has benelited to the extent of £144,800
during the past 10 years. In the Bill it is
propnsed to alter the name of the bank
tfrom the Government Savings Fank to the
State Ravings Bank of Western Australia.
In this we are following the exampla of
Vicieria, where the name of the hank was
altered from the Savings Bank of Viciuria
to the State Savings Bank of Victoria. The
claige is desirable, for it will emphasise
State ownership and control. Tn Clause 3
ef the Rill it is proposed to repeal Section
10 of the Act. Tt should be noted that .he
proposal merely removes the restriction as
to the amount that max he deposited: it
dues nof mean that interest will he paid hy
the hank on an unlimited amount. Section
16 of the principal Act remains: unaltered.
TUnder that section the amount on which
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interest shall be paid will be preseribed by
the Governor from time to time. The Gov-
ernor may prescribe that a certain rate of
interest shall be paid on a stated amount,
and a lower rate of interest on deposits ex-
ceeding that sum up to a further limited
amount, when the interest may be lower
stil.  The Conunonwealth Savings Bank
now pays 3l» per cent. on deposits up to
£1,000 and 3 per cent. on any amount in
exeess of £1,000 up to £1,300, but no inter-
est at all on deposits in exeess of that
amount. We seek power under the Bill to
work on similar lines.

Hon. ti. W. Miles: Do you propose to pay
the same rate of interest as the Cormmon-
wealth Savings Bank pays?

The CHIEY SECRETARY: That will be
preseribed by regulation.  Another im-
poriant amendment is contained in Clause
o of ibe Rill, in which power is sought to
purchase land and buildings. Members on
giving the matter full consideration will
realise that that power is very necessary.
It is most desirable that the bank should be
in a position to aeguire suitable premises in
which to conduct its operations. At present
the bank is paying vent for its head affice
and country branches, and not in one case
can the premises he described as suitable.
That is the infermation snpplied to me by
the savings bank authorities, At such im-
portant places as Albany, Collie, Geraldton
and Subiaco the accommodation is found
merely in shops. In Perth it is not muoch
better. Distinetive «avings bank premises
erected in the eity and principal towns of
the State wonld, in the opinion of the au-
thorities, crormously improve the status of
the hank and its business, as well as add a
certain amount of dignity to the towns con-
cerned. Provision would, as o matler of
eourse, be made for repairs and depreciatiom
of buildings by annual charges against the
profits of the hank. The scale of such
charges would be fixed by regulation; it is
nof necesary to make any such provision
in the Bill. The other proposed amend-
ment is purely formal, invelving no change
in the law. The Administration Act, as
amended some time ago, overrides the stat-
utes of distribution 1in  certain directions.
The proposed amendments bring the Sav-
ings Bank Act into line with the law, and
provide that the manager shall distribute
the intestate decensed depositor’s balance in
accordance with the Administration Aet,
1903, or thi stairtes of distribution. T will
quote an example. An unmarried person
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with jcs: than L000 in (he savings bank dies
intestate, leaving a mother and father sur-
viving him, Under the statutes of distribu-
tion, whieh alone are mentioned in the prin-
cipal Act, the father would be entitled to the
whole amount, but under the amended Ad-
ministration Act the father and mother
would share equally. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

HON. SIR WILLIAM LATHLAIN
{Metropolitan-Suburban) [8.17]: I congrat-
ulale the FPremier upon having brought this
Bill forward. ¥For more than 10 years, in
my capaeity as a citizen, I have drawn the
attention of various Treasurers to the inade-
quate provision for our savings banks. Only
recently I noliced Lhat the name given to the
State Savingz Bank in Hay-street was “The
Governmenl Savings Bank?” Many people
wonder whether this refers to the State or
FFederal Covernmert. The Bill is a step in
the right direction. Tt is the duty not only
of members of Parliament but of every eiti-
zen fo do everything possible to encourage
the derositing ot ynoney with our State Sav-
ings Bank. I have beea twitted with being
rather keer with regard to the Cowmmon-
wealth. On this question, however, T hold
the view that every shilling we ean get into
our own savings bank the beiter.  There
have heen times in the history of the State
when money, that has been lying in the sav-
ings bank, has been of great benefit to the
(Governmeni. The school deposit fund is
also an cxeeedingly wise provision, and I
hope that this fund will grow as the years go
on. T approve of power being given to the
bank to spend money in the erection of
suitable buildings. A man who deposits
money in 2 bank likes to feel that he has
a proprietary interest in the building, hut
he eannot very well feel proud when he en-
ters anv of the premises belonging to the
State Savings Bank. The Victorian Govern-
ment during the last few years have been
straining every nerve fo induce as many peo-
ple as possible to patronise their savings
bank. Tn the windows of those institntions
they state that all deposits are guaranteed
by the State Government. In every way pos-
sible they emphasise the ¢laim of the insti-
tution fo public support. Some time ago
a large and handsome building was erected
in Elizabeth-street, Mcibourne, at a cost of
about £150,000. Quite recently (he Victorian
Government purchased the Champion Hotel,
which has been an hoiel since about 1833, at
the cornor of Flinders lane. A magnificent
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edilice has now beeu eirected there with the
object of getting the custom of all the de-
positors who come from the Flinders-street
station. During the past 12 months they
bhave erected at the corner of Collins and
Spencer-sirects another large and palatial
builuing in order to attract the custom of all
depositors who come from the Footseray
and Williamstown lines. I congratulate tha
State Government upon the step they are
now iaking. They have done more to bring
their savings banks under the notice of the
publi¢ during the past few months than has
been dore by anyone for many years. I
have pleasure in supporting the Bill.

HON. J. EWING (South-West) [8.22]¢
I was pleased to hear the remarks of the
Chief Secretary, and congratulate the Gov-
ernment upon bringing down this Bill, When,
Twas in tlie Lastern States some 12 months
ago I met Sir William Iuthlain and what
he said to me on the subject greatly impressed
me, Wherever one went in Melbourne one
could sce palatial State savings bank build-
ings. The same thing was evident in Syd-
ney and other parts of the Commonwealth.
It is a standing disgrace te thiz State that
it should have to condunel its savings bank
business in premises thal are wholly inade-
guate for the purpose. Une of our great
grievances against the Federal Government
i1z that they have entered into the realms of
that bosiness. They have taken away at
least one-third of our depositors. The ef-
feet of this has been disastrous. There was
no neeessity for the invasion, and it is one
of the grievances we have against Federa-
tion. Every effort should be made to em-
phasise the absurdity of the position, and
the unfairness that has arisen to the State.
Sir William Lathlain pointed ont what was
being done in Viectoria in the endeavour to
get back some of the lost business. If we
are to be regarded as integral parts of the
Commonwealth, and our progress iz to be
essential to the progress of the Common-
wealth, why do the Federal Government aet
in this way? I understand from the BMin-
ister that £5,661,233 of State Savings Bank
money is invested in sound securities. This
money las heen spent in developing the
eountry, but we should bave had a great deal
more if it bad not been for the interference
of the Federal authorities.

Hon. J. Corpell: Why whip a dead horse?

Hon. J. EWING: I am not doing so. We
ought to be in a position to manage our

[COUNCILL.]

savings bunk business without interference
from (he Commonwealth,

Hon. (i, W, Miles: Why not pay the same
rate of interest as the Commonwealth?

Hen, J. EWING: The hon, member is
quite right. The Minister stated that this
question had not yet been determined. Ia
Terth itself we can see the elass of premises
in which the savings bank business is being
conducted. The Commonwealth have their
own prewises, and have taken over all the
post ollices in the ecountry, Apparently
only some local storekeeper’s establishment
has been good enough for the State Savings
Bank, If our savings bank business is to be
managed properly, the offices must be suit-
ably housed, and everything possible must
be done to get back the money and the de-
posilors that have beea taken from us by
the Federal authorities.

Hon. H. Seddon: And we should pay a
decent rate of interest.
Hon. E. H. Harris:

is 4 per cent.

Hon. J. EWING: Let us give that here,
I was glad to hear the Minister’s remarks
about the State Schools Savings Baulk, whieh
has been in existence for abont 10 or 15
years. 1t is wonderful to see how much
money the children are putting into the
hank. I conmunend the Minister for encourag-
ing this system, and also the teachers who
are good enough to interest themselves in the
matter. The figures are astounding, and
sliow that the children are bring tewght to be
thrifty, ecareful and saving. It is an ex-
cellent thing to inculeate into a child’s mind
sound prineiples of that sort, The Bill has
my hearty support. I hope the Government
will take steps with a view to improving the
position that at present appertains in this
matter between the Commenwealth and the
State. A proposition was put up to the
State Government not long agoe, but was not
accepted. Surely we ean do somethirg to get
the use of our own money from our own
people for the purpose of developing our
own connfry.

In South Australia it

HON. J. NICHOLSON (Metropolitan)
[8.30]: There can be only one opinion
among hon. members with regard to this
Bill—that it deserves hearty support. The
measure seeks merely to do what necessity
compels us fo do. It brings up fo date a
name which was the resu't of the need to
which hon. members have referred, a need
created by the advent of the Commonwealth
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Government into the savings bank business
in this State. That advent created confusion
in the minds of depositors and the general
public. Thus it has become necessary to es-
tablish some difference in name between ihe
Commonweallh and the State Savings Banks,
Formerly there was only onme savings bank
in the State, and that was known as the
(iovernment Savings Bank. 1 agree with Mr.
Fwing that there should be only one savings
bank here now. A league existe here for
the purpose of asking the people of Western
Australia to support loeal industries, and
if there is one local industry which shoull
be supported rather than another, it is the
State Savings Bank. T hope that this Bill,
coming under the notico of the publie, will
cause them to recognise the necessity for
according the State Savings Bank that foh
measure of support which it deserves. By
assisting the State Savings Bank we help
forward the industries of the Staie.

HON. J, CORNELL (South) [8.33]: I
commend the introduction of this measure.
It is said that retribution is certain though
tardy, and the same can be said of reecogni-
tion. Ages ago our bank should have been
called the State Savings Bank. The term
“Government” is not as applicable to such
an institution as “State” is.

Hon. J. Nicholson: But we have only he-
come a State sinee Federation; prior to Fed-
eration we were a colony.

Hon. J. CORNELL: We were a soversign
State before Federation. As to the proposal
to build, T do not know whether to condemn
the present Government, or past Govern-
ments, or the sanitary inspeetors of the City
of Perth, because undoubtedly the premises
in which the emplovees of the State Savings
Bank are asked to work cannot be regarded
as hyvgienic. Moreover, they are a poor ad-
vertisement for the State. The State Sav-
mgs Bank huilding should be such as to at-
tract attention and inspire econfidence. Let
us take a lesson from other countries, and
build for the future instead of the immed-
iate present. The amendment permitting of
deposits beyond the present statutory limit
nf £1.000 is wise. Why should not a man
desiring to put €10.000 into the State Sav-
ings Bank be permitted to do so?  On the
auestion of Commonwealth and State Sav-
ings Banks, it strikes me that some of the
arguments used in this House and outside
it would almost lead one to regard the Com-
monwealth as a foreien power. Surely West-
ern Australians are just as much citizens of
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the Communwealth as they are of Western
Ausiralia itself, The Feurral Constitution
gives the Commonwealth power to establish
savings banks, and the Commonwealth bas
used that power.

Hon. J. Ewing: The power ought not to
have been used.

Hon. J. CORNELL: As a result, there are
twe institutions of the same kind functiou-
ing in one field. I admil that one institution
wonld be suflicient. Ilowever, the choice be-
tween the institutions remains with the peo-
ple. Mr. Miles mentioned by way of inter-
aection that the Commonwealth pays half
per cenl, more interest lhan the State.

Hon. J. Ewing: That is not right.

Hon. J. CORNELL: It is all right for
the depositor.

Hon. J. Bwing: The Commonwealth drags
our business from us by that means.

Hon. J. CORNELL: The State shonld be
prepared to offer the same rate of interest as
the Commonwealth pays. I hope our Gov-
crument will go after the business, if neces-
sary by paying a higher rate of interest.
However, they need not do so in a suicidal
fashion. Tn any case, the Commonwealth
does not do anything by way of charity, It
would be infinitely better to have only one
savings bank operating in the State, but to
gzo out after the Commonwealth with & gun
in one hand and an axe in the ofher is not
the way to arrive at reason and amity. Re-
verting to the question of building, the Stale
sliould he a model employer not only as re-
gards payment., but also as regards housing
and other conditions. Tn that way the State
will get hetter service and better satistae-
tion.

Hon. H. Seddon: And better business.

Hon. J. CORNELL: Yes, and prompti-
tude and despateh for the publie. T marvel
af the zood work whieh has bheen done by
the State Savings Bank employees under
disadvantageous conditions. Another point
T wish to stress is that in this State we do
not appear to know the value of advertising
to obtain business. There is a small effort
now to advertise the State Savings Bank.
The manager ouzht to he asked to go after
the business. Tf he is weighed in the balanee
and found wanting, we ought to get another
manager.  Still, he cannot go after the
business while rhe halance of interest is in
favour of the Commonwealth. The first
thing to he done by the Government is to
raise the rate of interest to 4 per cent.
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HON. H. SEDDON (North-Fast) [8.41]:
L heartily support the suggestion to raise
the rate of interest, and may mention that
I made the same suggestion on a previous
oceasion. Had the State Government been
alive to the situation and raised the rate of
interest when the Commonwealth entered the
field, it would bave been & means of keeping
the Federal institution out. Another point
is that Western Australia, like every other
State, is anxions to secure cheap loan money.
In the Old Country an attempt is made to
incuee the small savings bank investor upon
reaching a eertain amount to transfer his
money to Consols. Here a depositor with
£100, say, might be urged to place the money
in Treasury bonds at 5 per cent. The re-
sult would be beneficial to the depositor and
o the whole State.

Hon. J. Ewing: Then be would not be
able to draw the money so readily.

Hon. . SEDDON : That would be a good
thing for him. IHowever, Treasury bonds
are readily marketable, and are usnally for
short terms. We must bear in mind the
enormous amount of money raised during
the war hy encouraging the small man to buy
bonds. 1In that way thrift is encouraged,
and sueh a system will be all to the goed
for the training of younger people. I have
much pleasure in supporting the second
reading, and I hope the Government wil] be
able 1o meet the wishes of the Hoonse in re-
zard to raising the rate of interest and erect-
ing modern premises for the institution.

HON, W, J. MANN (South-\West}
[8.43]: | too wish to congratulate the Gov-
erument on having bronght forward this
incasure, The speeches off Mr. Cornell and
other members have suzgested to me the
advantages which would undoubtedly acerve
if the State Savings Bank aunthorities em-
harked upon a comprehensive publicity eam-
paign. 1 am supported in this view hy the
fact that for the past five years the Com-
monwealth Savings Bank have been adver-
tising in practicslly every country news-
paper thronghouwl Auvstralia. Latterly the
advertisement has been .ppearing in alter
nate weeks, but for four vears it was ap-
pearing weekly. The pnblicity scheme of
the (‘ommonwealth Government has amply
repaid them. KReference has been made to
the Vietorian State Savines Bank., Almost
every Vietorian publication of moment will
he found *o eontain an advertisement rang-
ing from a ubalf-nage to six-ineh dounble
column, boosting the Htale Saviugs Bank.

[COUNCIL.]

Thal has been found an advantage there,
and 1 am sure it would be found an
advantage here. The people of the State
ure in duty bound to conserve our money
for our own use, and that end can be mostly
readily attained by depositing in the Stata
Savings Bank. With a view to making the
busieess worth while, the Stale should cer-
tinly be able to pay 4 per eent. At that
rate the money would be cheaper than any
money that can be horrowed elsewhere. I
have yet to learn (hat the State ean borrow
at 4 per eeu}. at the present time. More-
over, when we borrow oulside, the interest
yoes out of the Biate and we do not have the
benefit of it.  Whatever interest may be
paid on deposits here, we should remember
that the money will remain in the country
and so be of advantage i¢ the Stale.

HON. E. H. GRAY (West) [8.4G): The
Leader of the House mast be gratified at
the reception acenrded the Bill. e must
be gratified rezarding the remarks made on
various Bills he has introduced this session.
T we maintain this hrotherlv spirit in this
Chamber——

Hon. G. W. Miles: You will get your
Day Baking Bill through.

Hon. J. Ewing: And vou will not desive
to abelish the Legislative Couneil.

Hon. E. H. GRAY : T support the remarks
of other hon. members. It iz wsually the
thrifty people whe invest their small savings
in the State Savings Bank. There is another
institntion {lat merits support. T refer to
the Workers’ Homes Board. That board is
seriously handicapped because of the lack of
capital, and T would like to see arrangements
made so that tie money of the people de-
posited in the Savings Bank eounld he made
available fa the Warkers' lomes Board.

Hon. 1. Corneit: The sold:ers’ homes in
South Australia were bailt in that way.

Hon. T. T, GRAY: I do not think the
money conld he put to hetter purposes than
in the conrlruction of homes for the people.
The Governmeni's prorosal is popular, and
that iz elaarly indicated by the specches of
hon. members T sunport the sesond reading
of the Rill,

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. M.
Drew—Central—in reply) [8.48]: T thank
kon. mrembers for the reception thevy have
viven the Bill.  During myv speech in
movirr the second veading T stressed the
fact tlat schoul children of to-day eave
vreat swpyort to our savings bank. T find,
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however, that the children of 50 or 60 years
ago =also gave the State Savings Bank
splendid support. To-day 1 sent for the
firat ledgzer wsed by the bank in 1863. After
turning over the leaves of that book T came
lo the cunclusion that the school children
in tl cre days were very keen supporters of
the institution. [ will give an instance.
Anything enrmected with the State Savings
Bank business is supposed to be confiden-
tial, but owine to the lapse of time hetween
1863 and 1926, I think I will be exempted
frem any offenre T may commit in that
direction. W len going through the ledger
I discovered amongst the names of the
dej asitors that of Master Edward Horne
Wittenooni.  LUnder date 24th Novewher,
1863, there is an entry reccrding the deposit
of s, On 30th November, six days lalrr,
tlhere was another deposit of 3s., and on
the 2nd December one of 25, making a total
amonnt deposited of 11s. Then the aecount
wias halanced on the 17th May, 1864, the
entry recording the withdrawal of 11s., the
total amouvnt deposited! The aceount may
have bheen vreopened but | did not see any
record of such an entry.

Question put and passed,
Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Hon. J. Cornell in the Chair; the Chief
Secretary in charze of the Bill.

Clauses 1 (0 3—agreed to.
Clause d-—Amendment of Section 16:

Hon. BH. SEDDON : Will the Minister
give an indieation of whether it is the in-
tention of the Governmenl (o inerease the
interest paid fo depozitors?

The CIHMIEF SECRETARY: [ could not
give a reply to that question straight away.
The rate of interest paid by the State
Savings Bank is 1% per eent. on ordinary
deposits and 4 per cent. on deposits for 12
monthe, these being the same rates of
interest as apply to the Commonwealth
Raviugs Bank, Tbe question of increasing
the rate of interest requires serious con-
siceralion hecause the increase would have
to he paid on the whole of the money de-
pozited. The Cominonwealth Savings Bank
pravs 3 per rent. onlyv on deposits of £1,000.

Hon. Gi. W, Miles: Why is that?

The CHIEF SECRETARY : Becaunse
ibey do not wish to enecourage large deposits
in the savirgs bank rection, preferring that
class of business tn go to 1he Common-
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wealth Bank itzelf. The question of rais-
irg the rate of interest would require care-
fu! consideration by the Treasury officials
in order to Jdetermine wlat the effect would
be.

Clavse put and passed.

Clavse 3—Amendmenl of Sections 19 and
29.

Tle CHIEF SECRETARY : Mr. Nichol-
son rhised an important matter that T desire
to look inte. T will rot proceed further
with the 1-ili lhis evening.

I'regress reported.

Ifouse adjourned at 8.54 p.m.
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Governement bulldmns, cessatlon of woTk 887
Motions Wrotlh bankruptey case, to Inquire by seloct a8y
com

Police Beueﬂr. Fund and Superannuntlon acheme.
to inguire by select committee Bdd
Railway gauge unlfication o 846
Redistribution of seats ... ... B52
BEills :Reserves, 1. .. 841
Wyn.lcabchem Rates Valldatton, S, ... e 841
Coal Mines Regulatlon Act Amendment, 38, ... 841
C&opernt.l\e and Provident Socleties Act Amend- gae

ent,

A[rrlcu]t.urai Bank Act Ameodment, retirned ...  B42

Guardianship of Infants, 2R. 842
Married Women s Protection Act Amendment. 2R, 84D

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
pa, andl read pravers.

QUESTION--PARLIAMENT HOUSE
GROUNDS.

Hon. W. (. ANGAVIN asked Mr. Speaker,
repre<enting the Chairman of the House
Commitiee: 1, Flas he noticed the fence that
was nn the boundary of Class A Reserve,
on a portton of whieh Parliament House is
ererted, heing removed from the boundary
line inta the reserve facing Harvest Terrace?



